Shared record keeping in the multidisciplinary team.
This article describes an attempt to improve discharge planning procedures by introducing multidisciplinary patient records and a joint approach to patient care. The one-year project involved collecting information about the record keeping system in use, before introducing a comprehensive shared package of documents kept at the patient's bedside. Evaluation showed dramatic overall changes in record keeping, although some duplication of documents still occurred. Positive benefits were also noted in team communication and discharge planning.